
U.S. Farm-Raised Catfish 

Environmental Sustainability Certification Program 

An American Standard for Sustainability 

Responsible environmental management of farms has become increasingly 

important to consumers, farmers, and retailers. The U.S. Farm-Raised Catfish 

industry is committed to producing the highest-quality products in an 

environmentally responsible manner. 

Consumers are confused by the myriad of labels and seals on seafood 

packaging. Research has shown the name they trust most for ensuring quality is 

the USDA verification label. The U.S. Farm-Raised Catfish Environmental 

Sustainability Certification Program has been developed as an alternative to 

other confusing international programs. 

The U.S. Farm-Raised Catfish Environmental Sustainability Certification Program 

for Catfish Production provides clear and auditable definitions of management 

practices that reduce environmental impacts from catfish production while 

improving husbandry practices and health of the catfish raised. 

The U.S. Farm-Raised Catfish Environmental Sustainability Certification Program 

will result in the development of a quality management system for U.S. catfish 

production that is being specifically requested by customers and that will 

convey specific information regarding the environmental sustainability of U.S. 

Farm-Raised Catfish. 

The USDA-PVP program includes standards for U.S. Catfish farms, 

hatcheries, feed mills, and processing plants. As you will see in the 

comparisons within this document, these standards meet or exceed those 

of the leading global certification program, GAA-BAP. 












